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excuse of pressing business elsewhere. William Duranty,
Bishop of Mende, owed his bishopric to Philip's support
and had previously shown himself an obedient servant
of the sovereign. William de Trie, Bishop of Bayeux,
was also indebted to Philip and, like the Archbishop of
Narbonne, found it convenient to be occupied with other
matters when the commission was dealing with embarrassing
questions.
The commission proposed to take evidence on the following
charges:   That throughout the Temple the brethren denied
God5 were forced to renounce Jesus Christ as a false prophet,
spat and trampled on the cross, especially on Good Friday;
were given absolution for their sins by the Grand Master and
other leading officers;  put to death  all   who  refused to
participate in these enormities5 had by their evil teaching
caused recruits to flee from the Order j worshipped an idol, in
the form of a cat or otherwise j wore girdles which had been in
contact with this idol; were required to use every means,
however infamous,   to  enrich   the   fraternity;   held  their
chapters at night, thus giving rise to a suspicion of iniquitous
practices; did not believe in the sacraments of the Church;
made the chaplains omit the words of consecration; gave and
received indecent kisses on reception; engaged in unnatural
lusts, or were authorised to engage in them; gave insufficient
hospitality and alms; had a secret Rule which had not been
approved by the Holy See and which contained heretical and
indecent provisions.   The abuses were alleged to have existed
in the Temple for at least forty years, and the commission
realised the importance of proving that the depravity was not
due to any one set of officers, but had continued in the Order
after several changes of personnel.
A great mass of testimony was already available in the
depositions taken by William Imbert and the other inquisitors.
Although most of these depositions had been obtained from
the Templars by torture and some had since been challenged